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Y rr l collcctions ilrci.r nc:u'
I
t Miclclir Sullivirn-Fou4er's

officc, corpses sit straigl'rt

up, proppecl bv ropes irt thc
r.rcck. Tl.re fibers in tl.rcir back

musclcs are visiblc irs tl.reir slit
skin clrl;'rcs like firbric clou,r.r

thcir sidcs. Othcrs reclinc

suggestivclr', their firccs

turned to thc siclcs, h:rncls

splavine their ou'n fl:rvec-l

skir.r to levcll ti-ql'rtlr' pircliecl

rrisccrl irnd organs.

Not i-tctr.rrrl corpses,

these arc only skctcl'res of
corPscs-1)lrrtcs of ccntrr rics-

old litl'rogrrrphs fl-om somc of
thc most ir-rfl r.rcntiirl r-r-rcc'licll

tor-nes of their tir-nes.

But fbr Sullivrrn-Fou'lcr,

rvl.ro l.rcirds the Historicrrl
Services Ur.rit lt tl.rc

Urrir crsitv ol' Wiscorrsirr -

Madison's Ebling Librirrr,
houscd in tlre Hcrrlth Scicnccs

Lerrrnir-rg Ccuter (HSLC), thc
ilIr.rstrrrtions fi'om these earlv

tcxts ill'c dccpll' relevaut to
the l-rearltl-r sciences toclerr,.

"There arc moments

of l-rnr-nlr-rirv hcrc tl-rat u,c

clou't havc Iin irnaton-rical

illustrtrtior-r] nor'v," she

cxplirins, oper-rir.rg the

or,crsized I685 edition of
Govirrd Bidloo's Anatowna
hwrnani corpot is. Herc the

observer ciln sce the frrt
lalrers, 1'tl.',t'tOt ancl fhccs of

thc corpscs, rrs s e ll rrs ri'hrrt

Sullir':ur-Fou'le r crills thc
"lirnctionrrl i rrti rnrrcr'" ol'
thc pins :lnd strir.rss thtt
holcl virrions clcmcnts of
the drirr'vn caclavers in pLlce .

Onc tablcau even clcpicts

;1 fl1, percl-rcd ryor-r r su,atlr

o f fl esl'r-u n cl o u btecl l1'

sontcthiug tod11"5 mec-lic:rl

illustrators r'r,oulcl omit.
"Notul, )rott dotr't scc

thc essence that makes it
hurt anyntore," she slys of
con tc nr porary antrtomical

illustrirtions. "Wc havc lnore
r:motionrl disttrncing. Wc

objectify the body more ."

lir tlrrtlr,'r crrrnh.rsizc tliis'"'f""''-'

1'roiIrt, Sullivrrn-Fol le r ()n ()ne

occr-rsion took thesc \\'orks-
the books the ursch'es-to
ri UW Scl'rool of trIcc-licinc

rncl Public Heirltl.r (SA,tPH)

cllss, fbr ln intirlirtc "shorv
lnd tcll."

Thcrc, fi rst-\rclr r-ncdical

students, still in tl-reir lab

co;lts, gathered rround rvhilt
shc crrlls her "usual suspccts":

Bidloo's volurrrc, .r 1555

edition of Andrcas Vcsalius'

Dt h tnn n t t i c orpot'is fn ltt'i cn

and Albir-rr.rs' Tables of the

Skeleton attd Mu;cles of tlte

Huntan Body fiom 1749.

"I r'rssistecl them in turning
tl-re plgcs t() thc thor:u r'urcl

con'rp'rlred thc rvorks u,ith one

ilnother, irnd witl'r rvhilt thcv
hird jr.rst scen ir-r clissection,"

shc sirvs. "Thcn I irskccl tl-rcr-r-r:
cwhat w!1s cliflbrcr.rt irbout
illustratir-rg hur-r-rrrr-r .ilrr.rtomV

back thenf"'
For or-rc, thcrc n,rts t-t<r

rcfi'igeration. So ln rrrtist

l,ould hirve hircl to rendcr
ir qr.rick sketcl.r. Onll' 1,11..

u,oulcl irn cngrlvcr ctcl-r

it into rvoocl, coppcr or
linolcun. Anc'l, of conrsc,

there ncrc no X-r:rt's or
microscopes-tccl-r nologv
thirt sigr-rifi cantlv cl.r'urgcc'l
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hos' irrtists sce lncl rcprcsent

ilntltomv tocirir'. While
piri nstrrki n glv irncl clocl u c nth'
cietariled, tl.rcse litl.rogrrrphs

bctrav thc lir.nitations of the
huntitrt ct'e.

Pirgir.rg through tl.rcsc

th rcc - i-urc-l fbu r- hu ncl rccl -r'errr-

old textbooks, stndents bcgin
to unclerstirnd just hol' r-r-rucl-r

:rnrrtorrric:rl illustrltiorr-
precursors to the illustrirtior-rs

bv Netter and Grrrv thrrt thcy
carrv ir.r their blckpircks-l.rirs
evoh'ec'i, irlon g u'itl.r r.r.redicrrl

knou,ledge itself.

"It rc:rllv chirr.rgcd rvl.rat

thc stuclcnts siru, u,hcn thc),

retumed to the anatom\/

sr.rite," Snllivirn-Forr4cr

sa\rs. *For somc it \\'irs ill1

e piphar-rr'."

', ''",'cli<i:'!. {lc lr'':-r,'.'
Epiphanies rlre llot

Llncommoll in Sullivirn-

Fou'lcr's dirvs, 'urd she

clclights in olferinq tltcr.l.)

up to ilnv scl-rolirr', stuc'le nt
or prrrctitioue r intcrestecl in

Ebling Librrrlr''s collectiorr of
historic ilnd rrrrc lrooks rrnt]

journals thirt clrrtc blck to
the lilte 1400s. The histolicrrl
collection non. L-roasts sonrc

3 5,000 r'olu r.r.rcs-thanks

to donrrtions, crlrat()rial
rrcqrrisitiorrs irn(l thc rrrcrqirrq

of thc UW Phlrttrlcr'. ttttrsittq
irnd mcclicirl collcctions ir-rto

onc hcalth sciences librrrn'.

Sor-r-rc of thc pieccs arc

quite virluablc. Thc '.uriltolrv

collcctior.r, fbr exr'rn.rple ,

is leplcte rtith unusuirl
co1'rics-sucl-r irs books u'ith
ln upside -do\\'n plttc or
uniquelv n.rarbleizecl pLlper-
th:rt rrc prcciorrs rtor cltics.
Ir-rclividual volumcs hirvc ir

firscinating historv in i.urd of
thcr-nseh'cs-previous o\\'ners )

notcs ir-r the r-ntrrgin, bircl

fcatl-rers prcssed betu,ccn the

pirges or l'rlnc1-colored pltrtes

rrll irclcl to thc cnqaire r-ncnt

be tu e e n rr patron irncl rr book.
TIrc bLrlli ol-thc collcction

colcrs it n itlc rlrnqc of
heirlth science subjects, n'itl.r

ur cmph:rsis on sllrger\',

epider.niologr', pedir'Ltrics,

ir-rftctious discirscs, n'omcu's
hclltl.r, r'accirrrrtior.r,

hot'n eoprrtht,, i ntcrnatl

mcdici ne lr.rcl public l.re:'rltl'r.

l\-'cc ntlr', tl're Historicirl
Serviccs Unit irr.rd thc Ebling
l-ibrrrri' hosrccl thc Guilcl of
Nrtrlrrll Science Illllstl'it()l's
Aunnirl Exl'ribition; n'l'rcn

sor-r-rc of the guild r-ncn-rbers

hrrndled thc librirrr,'s rarer
holdings, thev litcrrrllv tcirrccl

up lll tl\\'c.

Dcspite thc virlue of
thc collection, Sullivan-
Fos'ler irr-rd collcargne Marv
Hitchcock iusist thrrt thcir
cllrl'ellt piltl'olts "Llsc and

lovc" these volur-r-rcs, just irs

generrrtior-rs of practitioncrs
r'urd scholtrrs hlve dor-rc

bctble . Instcircl of housing ir

llllselurl of rirre rrnd cloistcrccl
t'oluures, thc libri'rrv lurlkes

srlrc thilt thcsc pirgcs irrc

turncd irnd turned agirin-
rrlbcit, s'itl.r thc utmost c:rre .

Tl.rou gl.r the r.r.rlteriirl fi'or.n

1492 ro 1923 is kept in ri

securcc-l areir ci'rllcd tl-rc Vault,
the iter-r-rs arc ir-rclr.rdcd in

UW's MadCirt Catirlog irnc.l

cirn bc uscd in tl.rc Eblir.rg's

Historic:rl Relclir.rg Roon.r.

"Items this old nomrirllv
lrc kept in '.r displav casc,"

r-rotcs Sullivan-Fos'lcr, u'ho
l.orkcd irs ir librirrian fbr tl'rc
Atlcricrru Mcd ic.rl Associrrtiorr

in Chicirgo befbrc joinir.rg

thc Ebling (tl.ren crllccl

Miclcllcton ) Librarv cigl'rt
yeirrs irg(). "You usuirlh' clon't
get to touch ther-r-r, turn thc
p;.rgcs, sce thc skin ()n the

c()\'cr thit c.inrc ll'onr rr rric's

h inci c1urrrtcrs. "
For this currrtor-librrrriln,

that hands-on experiencc rs tLt

the he irrt of cdncirtion.

'': 1it:r'cnclir'vi1-,' zrl

';,:,'qrr'1_'l'1'

Orrcc ar scn-rcster, UW
Mirc-lisor-r unclcrgrad uatc

students n4ro :rre er-rrollecl

in courses snch rrs "History
of Mcdicir.rc in Americr't"

or "The Arts ir.r Sixtcenth
Ccr-rtnrt' Italr"' leirrn irbout
tl.rc collections trnd thc
Historic:rl Scrviccs Unit.
These courses, taught bv

tlcrrln rrrcrlbers suclt ,ts

Judith Levitt, PhD, irnd

Ilor.rald Nr.rmbers, PhD, botl.r

of the SMPH Departrrcnt

t.'lfl\/ nacabre ltv iodov's onolomicctl illustrotion stondords. lttt breothtokinq in it:, irnltctct, the
-at^m;a humani corporis ltrt C,ovord Bidloo is a fovorite of ort studentt.
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of Medicll Historv lncl
Biocthics, ar.rd G;'ril L. Geigcr,
Pl'rD, of tl.rc Dcprrrtr.nent

of Art Histor\! ilttrtct
stu(lcnts Nlto i.rrc nr:rjoring irr
cYcf Ything fi"or.n cnginccrir.rg
to \\'omen's stuclies to irrt
historr'.

"The Ebling Librrrrv
houses r'r uran'clous collcction
of prinran' irnd scconclan'

s()[rrccs rcl;.rting to thc historv
of l-rcirltl-rcrrrc in Ar-nericir,"
slt's Numbers. "For unclcr-
grlrclllrtcs ancl grirc-luates r'rlike ,

Micrclrr Srrllir':rn-Fon lcr is

the r-r-rcntor parr cxccllirncc,

cor.rr-rsclir-rg or-r topics, sourccs

irnd intcrpre t;.rtior-rs. "
As tl-re studcnts vic\\' thc

books, Sullivirn- Fon'lcr talks
to thcur abor.rt historicirl
re scrrrch incl sorlrccs.

Fol r.n:rnr', it is rl.rcir first
opportrruitv to lrrrrrrllc r'.

prir-nrrrt' sorlrce-il docnr-nent

that \\'rls generittecl in the eri.r

bcir.rg studied.
"E.,". r1.,"','l' r1.,.'-.' 'r\cll Llluuqll Utclc ls

so nrLlch \\'e c:u'l rtcccss n()\\.

on thc Web-sil\,, i1l'ticlc

irbstrrrcts anc-l cven scirr-rnecl

clocurlents-therc is still the
scrcr.rdipitv of cliscovcrv that
onh' primilrv sollrces allou,,"

she si-tvs. "You do not gct thtt
u'ith flat prurels ;urd pixilated
sc|ccr)s. Yc)l,r crrn onh' gct it
l hcu vou'rc lookirrg right rrt

thc pages, the contcr-r-rporan'

fbnt-thrrt's \\'helt \roll crut

rcilh, scllsc iln illlthor's
tYoice .ttt

In tum, the expericnce

cilll inspire morc cre:rtive

historicirl inquirv lnd leird ir

researcher clourr-r nnexpccted

irnd instructivc piths. "It's
the strr-ne thir-rg vor.r ci-u-r't gct
if I'ou don't brou'sc l sl'rclf,"
shc quips.

For one rcccltt stllde ltt, 11

curiositv irbont i-r gr:u-rdfirtl'rcr

u,l.ro dicd in the 1918
influcnzrr epidcmic lccl hrnr

to rcseirrch, *.itl-r Sullivirn-
Fon,lcr's guidance , just l-rou'

onc rllns rr firncral scrvicc
irmicl thc influr of boc.lics

c-|.rring rrn epidcmic.
"I shou'thcur ntv cxcitc-

nrent anc-l cltthusiilsnl i'rs \ c

go throuqh the clltlbrrses of
journirl rlrticles rtncl lists of
plit-ntrrv soLlrccs," shc slrvs.

"But I rea'rllv engrge pcoplc
u'itl-r tl-rc i'rcturrl'stuff '-r'urcl
I havc tl're resourccs right
herc in ul'lit'ing rooln, so to
spre rrkl"

Sullii'irn- Fori'lcr's
mentorshi;-r of nnclergrircltrlte

schohrs ensures the collection
u'ill be "used lnd lovcd" bv
gencratiolrs to colle. But fbr'

her, that's onlv thc bcgir-u.rir.rg

of ontre rrch.

Shc dreirr.r.rs of reviving
ir c'lirvtimc lecture scries fbr
pnctitiolters i'urci retircd
phvsicirrrrs thrrt rvoLrld bring irr
scholars to talk rtbout vanolts
irspccts ol' thc collcctiorr.
Tl.re librrrrr"s locirtion ir.r thc
HSLC, rr stone's throu'fi'or-r-r
thc t'\\'Hospllll irnd Clinics.
r-r-rrrlies this e nc-lclvor cspeciitllv
ilppetling.

"I n'onlcl loie to hirvc

hcllthcrrre profbssionirls lnd
studcllts in this I'ertr,re irnd

shou'them thrt thcrc ilrc
picccs of histol'\' thitt trc VcrY

rccessiblc, rclcvrrnr ;.rncl cYen

prrrcticll." s]rc srrvs.

llut for nori, ei'cn just

thc tlisl-rl;rv c.rse s in thc

n'ell-trirf fi cked hirlls'irvs fr-rlfi ll
Srrllir':rn- Forr lcr's rrurbition to
"takc over tl-rc rvorld" u'hcr-r it
comes to outferrch.

(If r .-.,,. L(tPrlrl L UtlL

studcnt goinu pirst or-rc

displirv clse ilnc-l havc hin'r

st()p to look ancl strv tcr

himself ,'Ol.r, tho' s,orriccl
lbout bioterrorism in World
Wrr I, toof I thougl.rt tl.rrrt
s'irs jnst l r-uoclcrn tl-rine u'itl-l
irrthrrl\.' :rrrtl thcn just slrnre
ltncl slr', 'Ol-r-cool,' i'urc1 go
()n, thilt's enough."

Nrrvisatins the "Sttrff-'
Fircultv irncl gradu rrtc

str.rdcr.rts in the UW-M:'rdison
mcclical l-ristorv rrnc-l history
of scicncc c-lcparrtr-r-rcfrts irre

$ell iicrlrrrtintcrl $ith thc
intellcctull virluc of thc
nreclicrrl librirrr'. Br.rt or.re look
ilt solne of thcsc $'orks, lDd

Visitors love the front oncl back views of thc rltinoceros thot appeored in the 1749 Tables in the Skeleton
and Muscfes of the Human Body (1r,rr:,r1(,!l Jrlir ilrr. lirlin) by Bernhorc! Siegfried Albinus.
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it beconrcs clclrr th:rt nteclicrtl

rrncl scicncc rcscitfchers ilrcn't
tlrc onlr'()ncs t() finc1 uorth ir-r

strch rr collcction.
Trrl<.c Sullivrrn Fot'lcr's

"r.tst trtl susl'rccts"-hcr
firvorites. Insiclc thc lroolis thc
c()rpscs rrlc oftcn ticestrrnclin!t
l ith or-rc ilrnr rrtfullv riliscd.

Sonrc of thc illustrilt()rs
ctchcrl i n lrrnclscrtl'rcs bchi ntl
tl'rcir rroclcls-\tsrtli Lrs'

rcnclirior-r of llrussels, firr
crrrnrplc, is rccoqnizrrblc

torlr'Lr'. ()thcls rrcblnecl the
boclics n'ith clrrtpcs of ckrthinu
ol hc:rtl \\'rr.rps. Still othcrs
surrounclctl thcir subjccts
\\'ith ni-rturrrl Nontlcrs ti'Onr

.ll'()iln\l lltc $ or'1.1. .\ tir,,r'rtt'
in thc librrrlv i'Lrc .\lbinus' tu o
plrtcs thrrt clepict .r skclcton
(firrnt r'Lncl lrrrcl<)bcfirrc rr

qrcrrt rhinoccros (rrlso front
rrncl brrcl<), the 1':rrth bcnvccn
thcnr linccl u ith cxotic pllnts.

(livcn thc clivcrsiti' of
clcnrcuts in thcsc norks
l vcritrrblc univcrsitv of
sqlrolrrls crrrr fintl insiqlrt irrt, t

thcnr-rind tlo.
"()trc rrrt historr' 1'rlofcssor

brings in her stuclcnts cvcrv

vcirr," Sullivirn Fos lcr sru's.

"llLrt Lrnlikc thc nrcclicrrl

sturlcr-rts, thcsc str.rdcnts str'rncl

rrrouncl l ith skctchbooks,

tn'ing to clctcrrrinc thc
rlrtistic hcritrrge of the

plirtcs-\\'hrt ele nre nts r-Lrc

fhrnr thc Itcnrrissrrncc, sr-ri',

rrr-rcl u'hich courc fionr thc
(ll:issic:rl pcrioc1."

Eve lr'one brines r cliffcrcnt
rrnglc to thc urrrtcrirrl, sh-

sil\'s. "N() nrirttcr $'hrrt thc
rrrtionrrlc n'r-rs firr printir-rg

.i!

I
l

.i

'i

thcsc ri orhs brrcli thcn, n c

brtrtg our os n pc15pr'61i195

lrttl crpcltisc ro it nori." rhc

sttVs. ".\ntl c\ cf\'()lte sccs

it r| f tclcn th'-botrurists,
histolirrns, clinicir-Lns, cLl rrlt()rs

I corrsir'lcr rrrt scll'lt cortciclgc.
I jLrst hel;r pc()plc urtvisitte
it rrll."

\ iltLr frrl historr'. "r'oiccs"

fl'ortt thc lr;lst, pirls'skins.
rlisplrrr crrscs-thcsc irrc rill
qoocl lerrsor-rs to visit thc
F.bling Librrlrr"s histolicrrl

collcction. llut u hrtt, rcrrlh',

ciln thesc oftcn firrgile
prrecs contributc to nroclcn.r

nrcclicit-tc r'rntl hcrrlthcrtrci
(llcrrrlr', thc iIlustrrrtions r'Lre

outtir'rtccl rrncl thc ilrtists'
obscrvrrtior.rs less th:rn
sr'icrrtific, lrv orrl crrlrcnt
st:rtrclrrrc-ls. Whcn it cor-ncs

tlrxvr.t to scrious ntcclicilru,
isu't thcil r':rlue littlc nror-c

thrir-r tlurrit-tti

SLrllir.rn-Fou lcl clocsn't

tltink so. "\irrr c.tnrrot
bc .r tirlh firrnrctl .rntl

intornrctl clinici.rrr r ithoLrt
tunrlcrstr-Lncling ri hcrc r'or.r

conrc fionr," shc crplains.
"Artti rr ltcrc \\ e c()lllc tiorrr is

lrctu 11l lv rllt c\trrlordi nl-Lrt' lrrrcl

c1uitc nroclcrn plrrcc."
NIor.lcrn i Whcu rcrttlcrs

sur\ cY thc vast \fritings otr

public Itc.tJth issucs, such

ls corl nttr r.ucrrblc tiiscltscs

lttrl rliscrrsc cpitlcnric>logr'.

thct crtrr urrr-lelstrrnrl just

hol Ltnivclsrrl rrncl tintclcss
so t.t.tuch of urcclicinc is, shc

cot-ttct'rcls.

"Wh.rt vou lerrrn u'hclr

\'()u l(x)k r'rt tl'rcsc bool<s

is thrlt pc()plc hrrvc rrl$'r'u's

bccn rrfirritl of tlvine, llu rrvs

rt orricrl firr their kncd orres.

Pcoplc hrtvc rtls r'Lvs clrcrrclccl

prrirt rtncl rr loss of control,"
shc slt's. In othcr urrrtls,

Prl icrtts h.rr c rt nr.rirre d l.rr'glclr

thc srrr.tc.

"\\'hrrt's nt()rc," shc srrvs,

"socictics lrrtr c rtlu rtvs becn

in thc rnitlst of conflicts
.rnrl \\.ll'\-in l.rct, tlt.rt's
rr lrcr-c st'nlc ol'llrc qlc.rt

;.rc'lr':u.tccrt.tcnts in nrcclici nc

hlrvc occullccl."
In this lisht, shc srrvs, "-l'hc

onlv tl'rinq thrrt's chrrnqctl in
rurctlicirrc is thc tcchtolost
rrntl thc trc:rtlrcnts." And
it is irrccisclv this liinrl of
rnlirrrr.rtiorr tlrc lrttrrr,rrristit'

pcrspcctivc th:rt historic
collcctions inspirc thrrt hclps

clirrici.rrrr rrrrtlcrstrrrrtl tltcir
prrticn ts.

It u'or,rlcl sccnr thrlt
clinicirrns hrrvcn't chrrnqccl r-L

s holc lot cithcr'.

" l'rrrctitioncrs hr-Lvc rrlrvrrvs

bccn crpcctccl to clo thc
lrcst. irtlirlrttcd jolr lirr tlrcir'

tinrc," srrvs Sullivrrn- F'<xvlcr'.

"Anti thc prcticccssors of oLrr

cloctols rrnrl nurscs thcr' .ill
hr'rd thc srrn.rc cxpccr;.-rtior.rs

rrncl s orrics thrrt hcr-Llthcarc

proft:ssionlrls h;tlc nos. "

i
$fr 'ri'
\f ,\l{ \ I

! r'
tv r\.

l8 QLrAI{TEr{1.\'


